 Camp Timberledge Life, Places, and Things
Revised August 2019
Goal: to better understand, enjoy and care for God’s creation.




A. Places and General Information

1. Altitude: Mountain top - 1485 feet; Bottom of waterfall – 970 feet.

2. Arboretum – newly restored nature area of trails, labeled trees and plantings, vernal pond; between pond/lake and stonewalls.

3. Camp acreage – 276 acres.

4. Camp History - John and Sarah Olver and their 9 sons and 2 daughters came to area in1830 from Cornwall, England. Seven boys eventually bought land, as the Indians had left it, along what is now Slish Road. They became farmers and woodcutters. In 1850 their son James started buying land that eventually became Camp Timberledge. The same year James also married and built a house on the property. The land was passed on to his daughter and eventually to his four great-grandsons.  The lake was built in the 1930’s and the pond in the 1950’s. The camping program known as Camp Timberledge began in 1955.

5. Ford – area for stream crossing through water in shallow stream bed; below waterfall, and below lake dam.

6. Glaciers – appear to most geologists to have carved out, approximately 15,000 years ago, the present hills and valleys of the camp and left the present landscape including the ledges, huge boulders, wetlands that we enjoy today.

7. High bridge – upstream from waterfall, only foundation site remains.

8. Ice house - original location between Lodge and Dining Hall.

9. Lake - 20 acres; greatest depth 8’-10’ in various areas.

10. Mountain top rock – on orange trail, highest elevation at camp.

11. Northern hardwood forest – trees such as maples, oaks, beach, white ash, and birches.

12. Pond - 1 acre; greatest depth 8’ near dam.

13. Rocks and boulders - sandstone from sand; shale from mud.

14. Spillway – overflow area built within dam; 

15. Springs – near W start of green trail by pond; water flows up from ground.

16. Stone pioneer house – partially restored 11’ x 13’ stone house along woods road SE of high bridge waterfall. Probably built in the mid - 19th century.

17. Stone wall - at south edge of arboretum.

18. Turtle eggs shells along pond dam - dug up by raccoons, skunks etc.

19. Vernal ponds – ponds that dry up in summer, great for reptiles and amphibians such as frogs; Peter’s pond along yellow trail, in arboretum near corner of pond, and below lake side camp site.

20. Wetlands and swamps – areas permanently or seasonally saturated with water.

B. Trees and Bushes

Coniferous Trees (evergreens) 
 
      Native
1. Hemlock – ½” needles, cones ¾” long, throughout camp.

2. White pine – needles 2.5-5” long, in packages of five, native; cluster SE end of pond dam and in outfield of ball field.

Non-Native (Planted)
1. Scotch pine – lake side of Camp Center, upper trunk orange, 1.5-3” needles, in packs of 2, cones 1.5-2.5”. 

2. Red pine – lake side of Dining Hall, long 4-7”needles in packages of 2.

3. Norway spruce – needles singly, 4 sided, ¾” long; cones 4-7”; cluster near arboretum wall.

4. Red spruce – lake side of Dining Hall, needles ½”, cones 1.5”.

Deciduous Trees: Most Common – all in the arboretum.

Red maple – maple leaf with many small saw-tooth notches; red in fall.

Sugar maple - maple leaf, large notches but no small saw-toothed notches, most common tree at camp; yellow in fall.

Black cherry – black cherries, scaly red/brown bark, dark red wood.

Beech – smooth grey bark.

White ash – pale bark with deep ridges, 7 leaflets per leaf.

Basswood – very large single leaves, bark similar to ash.

Deciduous Trees: Less Common – most in arboretum.

Apple - four old trees in arboretum.

Bitternut hickory – 7-9 leaflets, yellow trail near lake side campsite.

Black birch – scaly bark plates, flavoring for birch beer.

Black Locust – 7-19 oval, smooth leaflets.
Chestnut – planted along arboretum wall
Chokecherry – leaves 1.5-3”, red fruit.

Dogwood – leaves 3-5”orange/red bark.

Eastern hop hornbeam – leaves 2-5”, light brown bark.

Elm – leaves 4-7”, grey/brown bark, ridges.

Grey birch –white bark, near boathouse.

Hornbeam – smooth muscular trunk.

Red Oak – leaves with 12-14 pointed lobes, white trail E of waterfall.

Pignut Hickory – five leaflets.

Scarlet Hawthorn – long sharp thorns.

Serviceberry – bush, leaves 3-4” long.

Staghorn sumac – 11-31 leaflets.

Striped maple -striped bark, big leaves.

Yellow birch - thin curly yellow bark.

      Clusters or groups of trees in the same area.

1. Northern red oak – E across waterfalls along upper white trail.

2. Red maple – S side of pond shore.

3. Yellow birch – NW corner of pond (at bridge).

4. Quaking aspen – at bend of arboretum wall.

5. Sugar maple – archery area of arboretum.

6. Hemlock – six giant trees near Bay camp site.

7. Beech – SE corner of camp; lower white trail.

     Bushes 

1. Huckleberry – blue/purple berries in summer, S side of pond.

2. Winterberry – red berries in fall/winter; Arboretum.

3. Multiflora rose – most common invasive bush with thorns.

C. Fish - Most common fish: sunfish, pickerel, largemouth bass, bullhead

D. Problem pests

1. Multiflora rose – most common invasive bush with thorns.

2. Poison ivy – vines with clusters of three leaves.

3. Wood ticks ¼” harmless.

4. Deer ticks 1/8” transmit Lyme disease.

E. Literature and media

1. Trails and Trees of Camp Timberledge.

2. *Camp Timberledge Trails.

3. *Check List of Animals and Plants at Camp Timberledge.

4. *Camp Timberledge Power Point of Camp Timberledge facilities.

5. *Life at Camp Timberledge Power Point of local animals and plants.

6. *Camp Timberledge Map.

7. Common Trees of Pennsylvania by PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources: Bureau of Forestry.
                               *Available at beechpond.com

For further information contact Dr. David Barnes at abarnes2@rochester.rr.com
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