Chapel Talk 4 16 04

Connection with Roberts 

My commitment to Christ

Personal history
· My Father’s example 
What I learned at Roberts as an undergraduate … and since
· Purpose driven life.

· We can make a difference and we need to make a difference.

· Join with doers – combine Christian service with personal gifts and fun.

· Only one life will soon be past, only what is done for Christ will last. 

· What would Jesus do? See everything in the light of eternity.

· Win the world for Jesus.
· …And Since

· Have perspective – take yourself seriously but not too seriously. 
· The world is God’s creation, his problem and his opportunity. We are his people. 
· Focus on what you can do -- not on what you can not. My fathers example

· Cultural Life Lecture Series.

· Russian trips influence on my life.

· Have key verses – John 3:16; Romans 8:28; “All Things work together for good for them who love God and are called according to his purpose.” “Except the Lord build the house they labor in vain that build it.” ”Our ways are not God’s ways, or our thoughts God’s thoughts.” “We see through a glass dimly.” “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”
· Learn to believe your beliefs and doubt your doubts.
· Seek Truth – should be based on a balance of understanding from scripture, reason, experience, and tradition.

· Focus on the core of Christian faith, not the details that divide. There is much mystery in good theology. 
· The idealism and enthusiasm of youth matures with the joys and sorrows of life.

· I am the pilgrim not the judge.

· God exists independently of my perceptions or the perceptions of collective humanity. I am the creature, not the creator.     
· God loves us whether we like it or not and whether we understand it or not.

· Rochester, USA not center of universe; 2004 is not the center of time; my perceptions do not govern the universe.

· Balance idealism and introspection with action and fun

· Holy shoddy is still shoddy.

My vision of our graduates
Graduate school - InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, American Scientific Affiliation, Christianity Today The Kingdom of God needs Christian scholars
Engage the world of family, friends, jobs – with idealism, energy, optimism, good Christian counsel, a core of solid Christian friends,
