Memorandum of Agreement between
David S. and F. Avis Barnes,
Roberts Wesleyan College and Northeastern Seminary
David S. and F. Avis Barnes 

Science & Christian Faith Symposium
This MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT is to record the terms, conditions, and preferences of Dr. David S. and F. Avis Barnes who have established the David S. and F. Avis Barnes Endowed Symposium.
BACKGROUND 

From the 1980’s to the present Roberts Wesleyan College (RWC) has provided a Lecture Series,  designed to expose students to diverse perspectives on historic and contemporary issues by scholars of various worldviews, but especially those of Christian worldviews. These presentations have helped confirm the life of scholarship and pursuit of truth and perspective, and have helped students face honestly challenges to traditional faith and practice. A significant goal of the series has been to help students integrate their religious faith with issues of science and technology such as the question of origins, wise stewardship of resources, and biotechnology.

Many students come to college with a strong Christian faith. The faith of others is often fragile or indifferent with little intellectual content. Most are young, which often limits exposure. Some have perceptions that may tend to be dogmatic, defensive, anti-intellectual, and fearful of modern culture and, in particular, aspects of science and faith. Others have little understanding of the relevance of integrating science and religion.

In the subsequent decade of the 1990’s and beyond, the emerging Northeastern Seminary (NES) became uniquely positioned to serve the church by providing pastors, teachers, and leaders who are profoundly devoted to Christ and thoroughly equipped for Christian ministry.  Rooted in classical Christian faith, the Seminary seeks to equip its students for ministry to contemporary culture.  The challenge of engaging diverse cultural situations, and doing so in respect to topics of particular relevance to contemporary society, must be met in a straightforward, deliberate manner. 

We want our RWC and NES students to have an intellectual basis for understanding the principle that all truth is God’s truth i.e., that the data of Scripture as understood through theology and the data of nature, as understood through the sciences, may be honestly explored, and will be in harmony when interpreted correctly. We want students to reflect the concept that it is “truth that sets us free” gained in a climate of humility, openness and understanding rather than isolation, defensiveness, and poorly grounded theistic or atheistic dogmatism.

There is a need to bring to our Christian higher education community world-class Christian scholars and scientists who can help students integrate aspects of science and Christian faith. An endowed annual Science symposium will help address this need.
PURPOSE

This symposium is established to endow in perpetuity an annual Science symposium on Issues of Science and Christian Faith. Topics that illustrate the nature and scope of the symposium are as follows: Christian Views of Origins, Archaeology and the Bible, Biological Determinism, Genetic Engineering, Stem cell Research, Environmental Issues, Biotechnology, Global Warming, Globalization, Evolutionary Theory and Religious Belief, and New Frontiers in Science and Faith.
The larger vision for the symposium is to:
1) Enrich the cultural life of the RWC, NES, and greater Rochester community.
2) 
Clearly present the relevant scientific data that relates to specific science-faith issues,

3) 
Articulate Christian perspectives of science-faith issues and to keep these issues before 

the College and Seminary community, as well as the greater Rochester community.
4)
Expose the communities to scholars, who are both well recognized-scientists and devout  

Christians, 
       5) 
Encourage students to pursue rigorous academic careers.
PROGRAM PLANNING AND ADMINISTRATION
A Steering Committee composed of the Chairpersons of the Divisions of Science and Mathematics and Division of Religion and Humanities (or their designees), and the NES Vice President (or her or his designee) will plan and implement the annual Science and Christian faith symposium. The Steering committee will work in consultation with an Advisory committee composed of the Academic Dean, Chairperson of the Cultural Experience Committee, the Chaplain, and the Director of Marketing.  
Planning will include the selection of the speaker, a schedule of events, assignments of responsibilities, an expenditures budget, a publicity program coordinated with the Development Office and other various activities involved in the planning, implementation, and evaluation of the symposium. The above faculty will be committed to maximize relevance and quality of the symposium, publicity, and student and faculty participation. 
The Director of Marketing, in consultation with the Steering Committee will have the specific responsibility to promote each symposium among the RWC/NES communities and the Rochester religious, university, and general communities by:
1) Authoring, printing and distributing a brochure.
2) Authoring and sending timely press releases electronically using e-mail and web pages and other appropriate means to relevant groups and organizations including the following: Rochester area alumni of the Divisions of the Science and Mathematics and Religion and Humanities and those of NES, the Democrat and Chronicle newspaper, newspapers such as the City Newspaper and Suburban News or their equivalent, area churches and in particular Pearce Memorial Free Methodist Church, area members of the American Scientific Affiliation, Rochester Area Colleges including their chaplain’s office and student newspaper, and area chapters of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship and Campus Crusade for Christ.

The Office of Development will coordinate the preparation of an annual financial and activities report.  The financial report will be prepared by the Office of Development in coordination with the Accounting Office.  The activities report will be prepared by the Steering Committee chairperson or his/her designee.
The persons responsible for planning the annual event are urged to give consideration to addressing three (3) audiences during each symposium.
1) The larger College and Seminary community and especially the student body (for example; via a chapel lecture, and afternoon and evening lecture presentations), as well as the greater Rochester community.
2) The College and Seminary students pursuing academic majors and/or minors, such as those within the Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Religion, Contemporary Ministries, Philosophy, Ministry and related fields (via a special lecture, forum, or a luncheon following the chapel presentation, or dinner or reception following one of the lecture presentations).
3) The College and Seminary faculty, especially those teaching in the Natural Sciences, Religion, Philosophy, Ministry, and related fields (via a faculty seminar, reception, discussion group or in conjunction with any of the above)
SPEAKER AND FORMAT

It is suggested that, in most cases, a visiting scholar be invited to the RWC – NES campus for 1-3 days, typically making 2-3 formal presentations.  Rochester area faculty may also be used, as desired.  In all instances, it is understood by all parties to this agreement that funds available for spending at the time of planning the event, matched to the anticipated expense, will in part determine what can be accomplished in a given year.”
One format to be considered is an evening lecture/reception, followed by a morning Chapel presentation, noon luncheon with faculty, students, and guests, and concluding with an afternoon lecture.  It is expected that the Chapel presentation will be a key component of symposiums.
MANAGEMENT AND USE OF FUNDS

The initial gift shall establish a permanent endowment at NES with the capital appreciation and earnings used to fund the annual symposium. Additional gifts may be added to the principal by the original donors or other interested individuals.

The fund shall be invested with the general endowment assets of NES.  Each year, five percent (5%) (or such other percentage as the NES Board of Trustees shall from time to time establish) of the total value of this endowed symposium account (which includes the amount contributed plus capital appreciation and earnings) shall be available for the symposium. Available funds not expended in a given year shall be available for subsequent years. If, in a given year, the funds from the endowed symposium account are inadequate to fund a desired symposium, other parties may contribute financially so as to make the symposium, in that given year, possible. 
Endowment funds available for the symposium in a given year may be used for, but are not limited to: a speaker’s honorarium and travel costs; refreshment and/or meal costs associated with the symposium; promotional expenses (e.g., program brochures, posters, postage). In all instances, funds are intended to be used exclusively for the program described in this document. 
Should the purpose for which this Fund is established ever become incapable of fulfillment because of unforeseeable circumstances or otherwise in the sole judgment of the Board of Trustees, then this Symposium Fund and its principal amount may be used for such one or more of RWC’s and NES’s educational purposes as the Board of Trustees shall from time to time determine.

SUMMARY OF DONORS’ WISHES

The Donors wish to give the faculty and administration of RWC and NES considerable freedom in both program planning and the use of funds. However, it is their expectation that the program will be carried out in a manner consistent with the stated goals and intentions of the Fund, and that all monies associated with it will be invested, managed, and expended in a disciplined manner appropriate to the endowed symposium.
RWC and NES, respectively, understand the intent of the donors, and will endeavor to faithfully carry out their wishes as expressed in this Agreement.

This ____day of ____________2009     
 ____________________________________________
David S. Barnes, Donor
____________________________________________

F. Avis Barnes, Donor

It is with deep gratitude to David S. Barnes and F. Avis Barnes that the David S. and F. Avis Barnes Endowed Symposium is established and that this Memorandum of Agreement is approved.

ROBERTS WESLEYAN COLLEGE

NORTHEASTERN SEMINARY
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Robert Zwier, Provost



S. John Connell, Vice President
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